Growth in Christ Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions (Ephesians 4:11-16)
Paul explains to the church in Ephesus that God has called people to be equippers and that their primary purpose is to prepare the believers for service. Therefore, the church needs to have a harmonious cooperation between the equippers and the members, the result of which is growth for the whole body, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
How is equipping and serving related in the context of the church? Can one exist without the other? 
What are the advantages of pursuing both and what are some disadvantages of emphasizing just one?

13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
What comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ?”
How are you pursuing this kind of maturity that you have described?

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.
Why do you think there are people who want Christians to be deceived and to lose their faith?
How should we respond to these people?

16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
What are some things that may cause disunity in a church? How do we recognize that these things are present in a church?
What do you think unity looks like in the church? How can each part, who has received different gifts and personalities, work together and achieve unity?
