Forgiveness in Christ Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions (Matthew 18:21-35)
Peter’s question about forgiveness revealed his desire to be recognized by others. By doubling the amount of what was customary, he was waiting for Jesus to give His approval of his supposed humility. But Jesus gave an answer that shocked Peter and the disciples. Not only are we to forgive seven times, but we are to continuously forgive without keeping count.

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
What are some things that we knowingly or unknowingly do to gain the approval of others or of Jesus?  
Why do you think we, human beings, seek the approval of others and allow that to carry much weight in our lives?
How can we live both with humility and confidence knowing that we are loved by Jesus and that we need not work for His love?

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
What strikes you the most when you remember that “all of our sins have been forgiven” by Jesus?
Does Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins mean that He no longer remembers? How does this coincide with the truth that He is all-knowing?

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.
What are some reasons Christians refuse to forgive others? How can we move closer to being able to forgive despite these reasons?
Does forgiving others mean that we will no longer pursue justice? 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Is there any person that you need to forgive, knowing that you yourself have been forgiven? What is preventing you from doing so?
[bookmark: _heading=h.5nobbnpoimfr]Ask the Holy Spirit for His grace to do so.
