The Plight of the Other Mother Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions (Genesis 21:1-21)
Sarah’s decision to drive away Hagar and Ishmael brought anguish to Abraham, but God’s words assured him that his son will have a bright future. God’s timely intervention when everything seemed lost showcased His mercy and favor to those who are taken advantage of and His care even to those who are discriminated against.

12 But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.
How do we react when God’s instructions go directly against what we want or what we think is best? How do we develop a heart that trusts the Lord’s wisdom especially in difficult situations?
How has this story affected you as a mother or a father? What responsibilities as a parent should we take more seriously in light of this passage?

17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 
God reminds Hagar that He is a God who listens. How do we reflect this kind of attentiveness and responsiveness of God in our daily lives? What do we need to do to become better listeners?
God initiates a conversation with Hagar – a foreigner, a slave, and a woman. What does this say about God? How can we learn from God’s initiative and mindfulness?

20 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.
What do you think “God was with the boy as he grew up” means? How did God make His presence felt in the life of the boy and his mother? How does this bring comfort to you as you live your life?
Ishmael grew up to be an archer and also married a wife who was selected by his mother. How would you describe the relationship between Ishmael and Hagar? What lesson can we learn from this, especially as a mother or even as a father?
