Changing Our Destiny Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions (1 Chronicles 4:9-10)
The unfortunate name given by his mother caused Jabez worry and fear that he might be destined to cause pain to himself and to others. But one thing that Jabez had going for him was that he trusted a God Who was all-powerful that He could change Jabez’ potentially dreadful destiny into one that could bring blessings. So Jabez desperately pleaded unto his Lord, and the Lord out of His goodness and mercy granted his request. 

9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth to him in pain.” 
We are born into circumstances that are out of our control (e.g. race, gender, social and economic status, etc.) How does one’s birth circumstances affect the possible life and destiny one could have?
How can we overcome these birth circumstances and still live lives that are pleasing to the Lord?

10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” 
Jabez specified the things that he wanted to receive from the Lord. Is praying this way a form of “demanding” from God? How can we bring our concerns to the Lord and remain open to His will and purpose?
What for you are some differences between provision and prosperity? Can God cause prosperity to Christians? Can Christians expect this to happen all the time?
What can you say to those who equate the “abundant” Christian life with an abundance of physical resources?

And God granted his request.
Were there times in your life when you asked for something specific and God granted your exact request? How did you feel when this happened? 
Were there times when He did not? How did you feel when this happened?

[bookmark: _heading=h.pkcajhmsq1iy]What are your current requests to God? Boldly present them to Him knowing that He listens and cares for you, and that He is all-powerful and wise to grant our requests according to His will. 



