A Christian’s Duty to the Government Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions 
The existence of governments reflects God’s desire for good to be promoted and for evil to be punished. By installing leaders who would pursue this design and holding these leaders accountable, Christians fulfill their duties to the government. But sadly, not all governments follow God’s design for it, and part of a Christ-follower’s responsibility is to speak out against evil and to resist what is contrary to God’s character.
13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. (Romans 13:1)
How are we recognizing the authority of the government and its other offices over us? Cite ways that you are being a good citizen.
How can we help those who do not affirm the authority of the government over their lives to understand that this is for our benefit? 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. (1 Peter 2:13-14)
In what ways can we hold our government leaders accountable to their duties? What are some ways we can make our voices be heard?
If the need for us to resist or to limit our submission arises, how can we prepare ourselves and our families? What are the things that we need to consider before we resist?

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
How often do you pray for our government officials? How can we be more intentional in doing this?
What are some specific areas that we need to pray for our nation and for our government officials?
Spend time praying for the upcoming elections and the next leaders of our nation.
