The Downfall of a Leader Study Guide and Small Group Discussion Questions (1 Kings)
The call to serve in leadership, especially in the government, demands both an impeccable character and high competence from a person. This was shown by Solomon at the beginning of his reign as the final king of Israel. Unfortunately, Solomon’s reign did not end well as a result of alliances that led him to compromises and his eventual rebellion against God.
9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”
Do you think that having a desire to become wiser is important for anyone who intends to lead? Why do you think so?
How are you cultivating growth in wisdom in your personal life? How are you helping others to become wiser?
“I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. 
What do you think a life that is fully dedicated to the Lord looks like?
In what ways have you dedicated yourself to the Lord? Are there some areas in your life that you might not have fully dedicated to Him? 
11 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.
If you are married, how are you protecting your marriage from every form of infidelity? What are some boundaries that you keep in place in order to do so?
How are you promoting the sanctity of marriage in our church? In the family and communities that you are a part of?
4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.
Why do you think it is important to remain steadfast in our faith even until the end of our days?
What are some challenges that you may face as you seek to remain faithful? How can you overcome these challenges?
