The Body Alive
(Study Guide)
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 
2. 1 Corinthians 12:12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.
Here are some reasons that churches divide:
-power struggle    -discord    -inflexibility
-doctrinal differences
-pride and arrogance
-abuse of power    -scandal


-spiritual immaturity
-emotional pain 
-sin
-church politics

-personality difference     -unforgiveness
-factions
-comparing with others
a. What other reasons can you think of that cause division among Christians?

b. Knowing that the body of Christ was formed by the Holy Spirit, and that we all share the same Spirit, how does this change your attitude towards other Christians?
c. John 17: 22 I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.
How do you think Jesus feels that His prayer is far from being answered?
3. Paul argues in 1 Corinthians 13 that LOVE is even more important than spiritual gifts; and he enumerates the following qualities:
Love is patient

Love is kind

Love is not jealous 
Love is not boastful 
Love is not proud 
Love is not rude 
Love does not demand its own way

Love is not irritable 
Love keeps no record of being wronged
Love does not rejoice about injustice 
Love rejoices whenever the truth wins out
Love never gives up 
Love never loses faith 


Love is always hopeful
Love endures through every circumstance
a. Share a time where you truly experienced one of the love qualities from someone.

b. Which love qualities are easier for you to practice? Which ones are difficult?

c. Which love qualities do you feel are IMPOSSIBLE to practice?

4. Pastor Mongens shared how this passage helped him serve others:
Matthew 25:37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you 


-hungry and feed you? 

-thirsty and give you something to drink? 


-stranger and show you hospitality? 
-naked and give you clothing? 


-sick and cared for you

-in prison and visit you?’

40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’
a. The people listed here are poorer than you, less fortunate than you, hungrier than you, sicker than you, not the same social class than you, worse than you, even more wicked than you. Share the picture of someone you know in one of these categories. What would it look like for you to see the face of Jesus in them and serve them? 

b. Meditate on this quote from Mother Teresa: “I know I am touching the living body of Christ in the broken bodies of the hungry and the suffering.” How can we move towards caring and loving one another as the body of Christ?
5. Pray for each other.
