We Had Hoped
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. In growing up, how did you or your family experience “Holy Week” or the season of Lent?

3. Please read Luke 24:13-48. 

The 2 disciples described Jesus this way: 24:19…..“He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. 20 But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to death, and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago.
a. In what ways do you think the disciples correctly identified Jesus; and in what ways did they miss about who Jesus was?

b. What do you think were their expectations that Jesus would “rescue Israel?”  

c. In what ways are you similar to the 2 disciples in your understanding of Jesus’ mission? 
4. Luke 24:30 As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to them. 31 Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that moment he disappeared! 32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”
a. Share an experience when you heard the Bible explained to you and your “hearts burned.”

b. How did it change your life?

5. Jesus reminded the disciples 2 times that He had to suffer:

· In Luke 24, Jesus said to the 2 disciples: 26 Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?”

· Then to all of His disciples later: 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day.
a. Share your personal experiences of suffering. Here are some examples: 
Agony of unanswered prayer, betrayed by closest friend, unjustly accused, mocked for your good work, sham trial, unfairness, mocking, criticism, abandoned by everyone at your moment of need, critical judgment at work, misunderstood in relationships, body in pain and disease, no one understands, felt God has abandoned you.

How does knowing that Jesus also suffered help you in your suffering (read Hebrews 4:14-16)?
b. How do you understand Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that one way or another I will experience (attain or arrive at) the resurrection from the dead! (NLT)


6. Pray for one another. 
