A Blessing and A Warning
1. Share how you originally came to this church and what has been your experience with us thus far.
2. God is very protective of His own glory:

· Is 42:8 “I am the Lord! That is my name! I will not share my glory with anyone else, or the praise due me with idols.
· Is 48:11 For my sake alone I will act, for how can I allow my name to be defiled? I will not share my glory with anyone else! 
a. In what ways have you seen our church reflect the glory of God, and in what ways have we fallen short?

b. Pastor Mongens said that there is the glory of God, and there are symbols of the glory of God (like the Temple). What are some other examples of symbols of the glory of God? 

c. How can these symbols easily replace the actual glory of God?
3. Read 2 Chronicles 7:11-22
3.1 We believe that God is sovereign. Theologian Wayne Grudem defines sovereignty as “God’s exercise of power over all of His creation.” How do you understand verse 13 At times I might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls, or command grasshoppers to devour your crops, or send plagues among you.? 
3.2 Verse 14: Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land.
a. What do you think God means to: humble yourself, pray, seek God’s face, and turn from your wicked ways?

b. Why do you think God demands these actions of us in order to hear our prayer? 

c. Which one is easiest for you; which is hardest?
d. Share an instance where God answered your prayer. Which part did you do?

e. Share how you feel that God will: “hear from heaven, forgive our sins, and restore our land.” 
3.3 Verse 21 And though this Temple is impressive now, all who pass by will be appalled. They will ask, ‘Why did the Lord do such terrible things to this land and to this Temple?’ 22 “And the answer will be, ‘Because his people abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who brought them out of Egypt, and they worshiped other gods instead and bowed down to them. That is why he has brought all these disasters on them.’”
a. When Christians sin, we worry that God’s reputation will be harmed and our witness will be damaged. Do you think God shares our concern?

b. Why do you think God has no problem exposing sin publicly?

c. How does God exposing sin relate to His not sharing His glory with anyone else?

4. Pray for one another.

