The Power of the New Beginning
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Pastor Mongens’ 2 key verses are:
· Is 42:8 “I am the Lord! That is my name! I will not share my glory with anyone else, or the praise due me with idols.
· Is 48:11 For my sake alone I will act, for how can I allow my name to be defiled? I will not share my glory with anyone else! 
a. How does God react when His glory is defiled?

Yet God is very patient: 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
b. What is the problem when our repentance is delayed?

3. Here are some things that happened when the Holy Spirit first came;

· Acts 2:41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.

· Acts 3:7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up…..the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened.

· Acts 5:12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people…..15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.
a. How have you seen or heard others experience the Holy Spirit?

b. How have you yourself experienced the Holy Spirit in your life? 
c. Do you think the Holy Spirit can still manifest in creative ways today?
4. Matthew 7: 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’
Pastor Mongens added some other examples of ministry. You can add more:

+pastor big church
  +attended church
+wrote Christian books  +read Bible everyday

+plant churches   +witness regularly
+gave much money
  +volunteered
    +fasted 
a. Why do you think these accomplishments are NOT important to God?
b. Recently, a number of ministries initially blessed by God, collapsed because their founders or leaders had moral failures. The shame they brought to God’s name was huge. Why do you think God allowed them to fail?
c. Matthew 7:21….. “Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.” In the context of the passage, is the will of God spiritual gifts, or spiritual character?

d. Which is harder, operating in spiritual gifts or character change?
e. Where are you in your journey of character change?

5. Pray for one another. 
