An End and a New Beginning
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Please read Acts 1.
2.a. Even though the disciples had a front-row experience with Jesus, somehow it seems that they often do not get it:

· Acts 1:6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 

· Matthew 28:16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted!

a. In your opinion, how come it was hard for the disciples to understand Jesus?

b. Do you think we have the same problem understanding Jesus today? How come?

c. If you were one of the disciples, would you not have doubted?

2.b. Here is a summary of Jesus’ instructions:

· 40 days proving to them He was actually alive (v.3)
· Talked to them about the Kingdom of God (v.3)
· The insufficiency of John’s baptism (v.5)
· ------------------------ Don’t leave Jerusalem (v.4)
· God will send the gift of the Holy Spirit as promised (v.4)
· You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit (v.5)
· You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. (v.8) 
· And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (8)

a. The line designates the separation of the past from the future. Share some of the differences you see between what Jesus says about the past from what is to come in the future.
b. How do you feel that the past was about what Jesus had done, and the future is about what we are to do as His witnesses? 
4. Here are the disciple’s initial response, and our proper response:
· When will you free Israel and restore our kingdom?

· God’s kingdom is spiritual

· Our salvation is not in politics or wealth
· Standing and staring into heaven

· God is now in us through the Holy Spirit

· Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit

· Uncertainty and doubt

· Read the Bible daily 

· Grow as a witness 
John 14:17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you. 
a. What is the significance of God being IN us through the Holy Spirit?
b. How come many Christians do not walk in the power of the Holy Spirit?
5. Pray for one another.

