(5) Marks of Fellowship: Forgive (part 3)
(Ephesians 4:3; Colossians 3:13)
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 
2. Mark 10: 20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.”

21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
This is Pastor Mongens’ paraphrase: Young man, I really love you, but you cannot experience My love because so many other things are taking up space in your life. Eliminate all these fake happiness, then you will truly experience how much I love you.
a. Why do you think, for many of us, as with this young man, possessions are the hindrance to our experiencing God’s love?
b. What are other hindrances you see that prevent us from experiencing God’s love?
c. One can sell possessions, how do you solve other hindrances?
3. The missionary Jim Elliot’s famous quote: 

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain that which he cannot lose.”

Ephesians 3:19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
a. What do you think it means to “know the love of Christ?” 

b. How does one experience the fullness of God?

c. How do you move towards “gaining that which you cannot lose?”
4. To fully experience the love of God is to forgive others, just as He has forgiven us:
· Ephesians 4:32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.

· Colossians 3:13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.
1. I forgive because I have been forgiven

a. Does understanding God’s forgiving me help me to forgive others?

b. Are there still people in your life you have a hard time forgiving? Why? 

2. Forgiveness forms your character

a. How does forgiving others make me more “kind and tenderhearted” to others (Ephesians 4:32)?

b. How does forgiving others make me able to “make allowance for other’s faults” (Colossians 3:13)?

3. Forgiveness and Reconciliation. 
 
-without forgiveness, reconciliation is impossible

 
-with forgiveness, reconciliation may not happen
a. Share a personal experience where there was both forgiveness and reconciliation. How was the experience?

b. Share an experience where you forgave someone but was not able to reconcile. Do you think the process lacked closure? Or are you at peace?  

5. Pray for each other.

