Does God Answer?
(Mark 10:17-23)
1. Share your thoughts about Pastor Mongens’ message.

2. React to Pastor Mongens’ statement:
“If prayer is about our relationship with God, does it matter whether He answers our prayer or not?”

3. Mark 10: 17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’”

20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.”

21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

a. Read the 10 Commandments in Exodus 20:1-17. Why do you think Jesus only asked this man about the last 6 commandments and not the first 4?

b. How do you think “selling all your possessions and giving the money to the poor” relates to the first 4 commandments? 
c. In Mark 10:21, Jesus first “felt genuine love for him,” and then told him to sell everything. This means that the purpose for selling everything was not the man’s expression of love for Jesus; but selling everything was so he can experience Jesus’ love for him….how so?

d. Why do you think Jesus did not pursue the man or change his demands?

4. Here are some emotions expressed by some Bible characters:

· ANGER (David) Psalm 22

· COMPLAIN (Jonah) Jonah 4

· DISAPPOINTMENT (Gideon) Judges 6:12-13

· DOUBT (Gideon) Judges 6:14-40; (Thomas) John 20:27-28; (Disciples) Matthew 28:16-17

· PROTEST (Moses) Exodus 3:1-14

a. If you were the rich young man, what are the possible things you would say to Jesus to express each of the above emotions? 
b. How do you think Jesus would respond to the rich young man?
c. How come it is very hard for Christians to express these emotions to God?
d. Would you push in to Jesus if the result is that you will experience His love for you?
4. Matthew 7:7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened…..11 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.
a. Why do you think many Christians are reluctant to keep asking, keep seeking, and keep knocking at Jesus’ door? 
b. Share an experience where you walked away too early and did not experience God?
c. Share an experience where you pushed into God and truly experienced His love for you.
5. Pray for each other.

