(1) Marks of Fellowship: No Condemnation 
(Matthew 23; Ephesians 4:1-3)
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 

2. Pastor Mongens says the following are important regarding BELIEF and BEHAVIOR: 

-How do I behave with what I believe?

-How do I see those who are different from me?
Matthew 23:2 “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. 
a. How sustainable is it to “obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example?”
b. How come the word “hypocrite” has been applied mostly to Christians and not other religions?
3. Read Matthew 23:1-33. Pastor Mongens summarized Jesus’ rebuke of the religious leaders this way:

1. Faulty Lifestyle (Matthew 23:13)


2. Shallow Conversion (Matthew 23:15)


3. Misuse the Bible (Matthew 23:18-22)


4. Selective Obedience (Matthew 23:23)


5. Appearance Christianity (Matthew 23:25-28)


6. Self-Righteous Attitude (Matthew 23:29-30) 

a. What are possible reasons religious leaders or even regular Christians can fall into these?

b. Share instances of how you have seen these manifest.
4. Pastor Mongens narrowed this down as Barriers to Fellowship with the following applications:

1. How is my Christian lifestyle a hindrance for non-believers?

2. How have I misapplied the Bible?

3. How is my obedience to God selective?

4. How is my Christianity in appearance only?

5. How is my self-righteous attitude a way to look down on other Christians?

a. Be honest and share some examples of how you have done some of these.

b. How had your actions affected others?  
c. How can we encourage each other to live up to our Christian ideals?

5. Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called
a. How does it feel that our salvation is only through the work of Christ and that we cannot save ourselves (Ephesians 2:8-9)?
b. What is the purpose of our being saved (Ephesian 2:10)? 
c. How does it mean to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called” (Ephesians 4:1)? How will this stop The Barriers to Fellowship #4 above?
6. Pray for each other.

