(4) Marks of Fellowship: Forgive
(Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13)
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 4: 1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 

2. Romans 5:15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ.
1 John 1:9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
a. How is God’s forgiveness a “gift” for us?
b. What does it mean to you that God forgives your sins?
c. How come it is hard for us to forgive others?
3. Here are some reasons why forgiving others is difficult:

-you first offended me

-it’s not my fault
-I cannot get over the hurt


-I don’t see any remorse from you
-you should apologize first
-your apology is not sincere

-I want to teach you a lesson

-I can forgive you, but don’t want to see your face

-I can forgive you, but I will always remember 
a. What are other reasons why forgiveness is difficult?
b. Share an experience where you totally forgave someone who hurt you deeply.

c. What did you learn about yourself?

4. Pastor Mongens mentions reasons why we should forgive others:
· 1. So you will be forgiven
Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
a. Do you think God’s forgiveness of us is conditioned on our forgiveness of others?
· 2. Forgiveness prevents sin
Genesis 4:6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”
a. How does unforgiveness cause sin?

· 3. Forgiveness changes your perspective
Luke 23:34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
a. Do you think the people who condemned Jesus knew what they were doing?

b. How does forgiveness change our perspective on our enemies? 

· 4. Forgiveness allows for God’s judgment
Romans 12: 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
a. What happens to God’s judgment when we take vengeance? 
b. What does it mean to “leave room for God’s wrath?”

5. Pray for each other.

