How the Body of Christ Functions
(Ephesians 4:1-7; 11-16)
MEMORY VERSE: 2 Corinthians 12:27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 

2. In the Body of Christ: 20 there are many parts, yet one body (1 Corinthians 12:20, 27). 

No one can say:

·  “I don’t belong:” 1 Corinthians 12:15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
· Or “you don’t belong:” 1 Corinthians 12:21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

a. Some ways Christians exclude each other: spiritual level, worship style, message, theology, age, culture, social class, education, family values. How come it is so easy in the Christian setting to exclude others from us, or separate ourselves from those not like us?

b. Share an experience where you went out of your way to welcome someone totally different from you, or someone went out of their way to welcome you. 

3. Paul tells us to only judge ourselves: 1 Corinthians 4:3 As for me, it matters very little how I might be evaluated by you or by any human authority. I don’t even trust my own judgment on this point. 

4 My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I’m right. It is the Lord himself who will examine me and decide. 5 So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.
a. What is the effect for the Christian if we follow Paul’s advice?

b. How would this affect our acceptance of others into our fellowship?

c. What hinders us from being able to do what these verses say?
4. Balanced Christian living is: What to BELIEVE and How to BEHAVE

a. In your Christian experience, what has the church emphasized more: belief or behavior?
Meditate on the following passage: Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
b. Which behavior would you have an easier time to practice?

c. Which behavior would be hard for you to learn?

d. Do you think as Christians, we can excuse ourselves from some difficult character traits?

e. How can we learn and improve our behavior as Christians? 
5. Pray for each other.

