How the Body of Christ Works
(2 Corinthians 12:12-27; Romans 12:3-8)
MEMORY VERSE: 2 Corinthians 12:27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message. 

2. The goal of the church is to become a HEALTHY body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
a. On a scale of 1-10 (best), how would you evaluate the health of our church in terms of:
-no division in the body


-equal concern for each other

-if one part suffers, every part suffers
-one part is honored, every part rejoices with it 

3. Our basis for the Body of Christ 
1. GOD forms the body: But now God has established the parts, every one of them, in the body as it has pleased Him. (1 Corinthians 12:18) 

2. JESUS CHRIST is the head: Christ is the head and Savior of the church, which is His body. (Ephesians 5:23) 

3. HOLY SPIRIT grows the body:  For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we are Jews or Gentiles, whether we are slaves or free, and we have all been made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
a. What do you think are the reasons why many churches have internal fights, split, harbor bitterness and desire to split from each other?
b. How come it is hard to remind ourselves about God’s role in the church?
4. Paul encourages us to Self-Measure. Romans 12:3 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us. 

-Don’t think you are better than you really are. 

-Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves

-measure yourself by the faith God has given us
a. How come it is easier to criticize others than to measure ourselves?
b. What happens when we are honest about ourselves before God?
Here is the list of spiritual gifts from Romans 12:6 So if God has given you the ability to:

· prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is 

· serving others, serve them well. If you are a 

· teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to 

· encourage others, be encouraging. If it is 

· giving, give generously. If God has given you 

· leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 

· showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

a. Which gifts can EVERYBODY participate in? 
b. Think of some practical ways you can serve the body of Christ in these gifts this week.
5. Pray for each other.
