Prayer as Submission
(2 Corinthians 12:2-10)
MEMORY VERSE: Philippians 4:6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
1. Share your thoughts about last Sunday’s message.  

2. Pastor Mongens made 3 statements about prayer:
· What if God does not answer my prayer?

· Do I worship God because He answers my prayer; or do I worship God because He is God?

· If God is there to meet ALL my needs, then, I AM GOD.
a. Evaluate the way you pray in light of these statements.
b. Is it still okay for us to ask God to answer our prayers?

c. What should our attitude be when God does NOT answer our prayers?
3. Read 2 Corinthians 11:22-29 to understand what Paul had suffered. Then read 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
3.1 God’s GRACE to endure the thorns
v. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you”
a. Grace does not mean the removal of the thorn. How do you think God’s grace can be manifested in us to help us endure our thorns. 
James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.
b. How does endurance help us mature? Give a personal example. 

3.2 God’s POWER as my power

9…..for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

a. Interact with this statement from Joni Eareckson Tada: The weaker I am, the harder I must lean on God’s grace; the harder I lean on Him, the stronger I discover Him to be and the bolder my testimony to his grace.
3.3 God’s STRENGTH to be contented

10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

a. Interact again this this statement from Joni Eareckson Tada: My wheelchair was the key to seeing all this happen—especially since God’s power always shows up best in weakness. So here I sit….glad that I have not been healed on the outside, but glad that I have been healed on the inside. Healed from my own self-centered wants and wishes. 
4. Pray for each other.
