Prayer as Relationship
(Genesis 18:16-33)

1. Please share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.

2. Personal prayer experience:

a. How often do you pray? 
b. How often has God answered your prayers?  
3. Have you ever bargained with God in praying something like this:

    God, if you give/do this ____________ for me; then I promise to ___________ for you.

    What was the result?

4. There are 4 things that prevent us from hearing God: busyness, distraction, pride and sin.     

a. Share some examples of how each affected your prayer experience.

b. What is the biggest obstacle that prevents you from hearing God?

5. When God communicates with us, He intends to reveal:

-His plan: what He intends to do

-His character: who He is

a. Which is more important for the Christian: to know God’s plan, or God’s character?
b. In your Christian life, what have you learned about God’s character?
6. Read Genesis 18:20-33. Pastor Mongens said that Abraham cannot bargain with God. What is your opinion?

7. Genesis 18:32 Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t be angry with me if I speak one more time. Suppose only ten are found there?” And the Lord replied, “Then I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 33 When the Lord had finished his conversation with Abraham, he went on his way, and Abraham returned to his tent.
a. Why do you think Abraham stopped at 10?

b. Eventually, how many people were saved (Genesis 19:15, 26)? 

c. What does this reveal about God’s character and God’s plan?
d. How do you understand that God is both loving and just?

8. Pray for each other.

