The Bible as Sword
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Read Matthew 23:13-33 (in the NIV version) regarding the Pharisees. The NIV uses 7 “woes.” 
a. What are some modern equivalents of what the Pharisees did then?  
b. How do you think the Pharisees use the word of God?

c. Why do you think Jesus condemns them so much?

d. What is the warning for us as we read the Bible? 
Read this a few times with an eye to memorizing it:

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.
3. The Bible as SWORD: penetrates obstacles

Hebrews 4:12….It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 
The 3 parts of being human:
BODY -systems like skeletal, nervous, cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive systems

SOUL -our emotions, psyche, mind, thinking process
SPIRIT -Our ability to connect on a spiritual level with God

Romans 8:16 his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.
a. What is the difference between seeing the Bible as a two-edged “war” sword, versus seeing it as a surgical scalpel?
b. How come it is important that the Bible cut through our soul and spirit?

c. Share a Bible passage that actually cut through your soul and spirit. What were the circumstances and how did the Bible passage help you?
d. How can we allow more Bible verses to cut through our soul and spirit? 
4. Here is an exercise for the group:  In Young’s Literal Translation, Romans 8:28 says:

And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose;
Think of a particular life situation you are struggling with right now:

a. How are you loving God; or are you pushing away from God because of this problem?

b. In your own thinking, how should God make “all things work together for good” for you?

c. If God does not come through for you in the way you want, can you still love God?

d. Share a past experience where God made “all things work together for good”; but not in the way you wanted or expected. Did it turn out better?

e. How did this verse strengthen your understanding of the Bible? 

5. Pray for each other.
