Why the Bible?
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Share your personal view of the Bible: Do you think some of it is the word of God and other parts are not?  Or do you think it is the pure word of God? How did you come to your conclusion?
3. As an introduction to the Bible, Pastor Mongens said the Bible does the following: 

1. The Bible presents the truth about God:

Romans 1:19 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. 20 For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.

a. Before you became a Christian, what is your concept of God?
b. In your opinion, does the world have an “Intelligent Design,” or more pure random evolution?

c. Share an experience where just by observing nature, you could see God. 
2. The Bible presents the truth about human nature
Romans 1:21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.
a. Why do you think it is easier for humans to worship the created, rather than the Creator? 
b. Give some examples of created things people worship, either overtly or subtly.
c. Things or people we desire, adore, crave more than God, we worship. Be honest, what are some things or people in your life more important than God? 

3. The Bible presents the truth about how we can connect with God
Romans 3:23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. 
a. Why is it vital for us as created being to connect with our Creator God?

b. How significant is it that God is the one who provided a way for us to connect with Him?
c. Read the above passage again. Share your experience of receiving Jesus as your Savior.

d. Why do you think it is important to be “made right with God?”
e. In view of Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins, commit again to follow Jesus now. 

4. The Bible presents the truth about how to live the Christian life

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.
a. Share an experience where a Bible passage took you through a tough time.

b. Do you believe that the Bible can guide you through all of life?
c. In this new year, commit to read the Bible regularly. Begin with the gospels.
4. Share one personal prayer request to grow your spiritual life in 2023.
