Why the Bible? It’s Trustworthy
FEC, Arcadia, 01/15/2023
1. Share your thoughts on the sermon passage.

2. How do you understand the Bible as trustworthy? 

1 Tim 1: 12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
1) Paul’s testimony is a trustworthy witness to the trustworthiness of the Bible.
a) Contrast Paul’s life before his conversion with his life after his conversion (vv. 12-15). Why did Paul receive such mercy from God (vv. 15-16)?
 b) What difference does it make to us that a person like Paul received such mercy?
c) As happens so often in Paul’s writings, the passage which seemed to be all about Paul is, in reality, all about God and His grace and love. So, it’s pretty appropriate that Paul ends it with an outburst of praise to the one true God (v. 17). How can praise and worship of the one true God be more a part of your life?
2) The Bible is trustworthy for the sake of our salvation.  
Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.
. Share your faith journey about “I once was lost but now am found.”.

a. Please share your thoughts within your group:

·  What is wrong with the world? 

· What can make the world right? 

· Where should we look for solutions to make it right?

· How can we be a part of making it right? 

Closing Prayer
    Offer praise to God for the ways he has shown mercy to you.
