Christmas Fear
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Christmas is usually a time of festivities, parties, church celebrations, etc. For some, it can also be a time of fear. Share some fears or anxieties you have especially during this Christmas season.
3. During the first Christmas, God broke through a number of people that caused them fear because it was not normal, it upended their normal life, and it caused them to ask questions: 

1. Joseph questioned tradition:

Matthew 1:19 Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.  
a. What are some traditions in your worship of God that you will find hard to change?
b. Share an experience where God broke through your traditional faith and transformed the way you worship God now.
2. Mary questioned nature:
Luke 1:30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”

34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” 
a. Share an experience where you saw God break through nature: someone miraculously healed, circumstances favorably change, or what can only be attributed to divine intervention.
b. How did it affect your belief in God?

3. Zechariah questioned God
Luke 1:18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen?”

a. How come as humans, we often question if God will surely come to our help?
b. Share an experience where it seemed that even though God did not help you immediately, in the long-term things turned out better. 
c. Based on Romans 8:28 “And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose” (Young’s Literal Translation); how can we be confident that God is working for our good? 
4. Shepherds: Obedience
Luke 2:15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
a. Shepherds were the lowliest kinds of people in Jesus’ time, yet they were the very first outsiders to see the baby Jesus. What does this say about God’s priorities?
b. Why is immediate obedience hard for us? 

c. How can we learn to immediately obey when God calls us?
4. Share one personal prayer request to grow your spiritual life in 2023.
