Thanksgiving: ALWAYS
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Growing up, what were some negative ALWAYS and NEVERS your parents or others used against you? How did it affect you as an adult?

3. Our key verse is 1 Thessalonians 5:16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. (NLT)
Summarized as:
ALWAYS be joyful;
ALWAYS pray;    ALWAYS be thankful
We have a hard time grasping these points because:
1. We doubt God’s LOVE:

Romans 8:38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
a. Share a time when you truly felt God’s love in your life.  
b. How did it change your Christian life?
c. In your opinion, how can a person consistently experience God’s love?

2. We doubt God’s WISDOM:
Job 42:5 I had only heard about you before, but now I have seen you with my own eyes.

6 I take back everything I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.”

a. What do you think Job means by “heard about you,” now “I see you with my own eyes?”
b. At what stage are you in: hearing about God; or the ability to see Him with your eyes?

3. We doubt God’s POWER
Ephesians 1:19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 

a. Do you believe the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you?
b. Share a time where you felt the power of God come through for you in your life.
c. What hinders a person from regularly experiencing the power of God?

4. We doubt God’s WORD
1 Thessalonians 5:16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. (NLT)
Summarized as:
ALWAYS be joyful;
ALWAYS pray;    ALWAYS be thankful
a. What is the difference between happiness and joy? Can one be joyful ALWAYS?
b. For prayer, Pastor Mongens advocates seeing Jesus as right beside you regularly as opposed to somebody out there or up there. How can you cultivate this habit? And how will your prayer life change? 

c. Share what has to change in you so you can “18 Be thankful in all circumstances.”

4. Share one prayer request where you would like God to break through for you in these 3 areas. Are you willing to be transformed in the process?
