(7) The Fruit of the Holy Spirit: GOODNESS
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. GOODNESS is rooted in God:


· Psalm 145:9 The Lord is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation.

· Matthew 5:45…..For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike….
· Isaiah 64:5 You (God) welcome those who gladly do good, who follow godly ways. But you have been very angry with us, for we are not godly. We are constant sinners; how can people like us be saved? 6 We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind.
a. Have you felt like God is unfair in how He deals with people?

b. GOODNESS is acting for the benefit of others. How come doing good alone without godliness is condemned as “filthy rags?’

a. Share examples of organizations that have done good work but in time seem to have lost their way. What about some that continue to follow their mission of doing good?

3. Discovering and savoring God’s GOODNESS: 
· 1 Chronicles 16:34 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever.
· Ps.34:8 Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!

· Psalm 119:68 You are good and do only good; teach me your decrees.
· Romans 14:17 For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
a. Share an experience where you tasted the goodness of God in your life.

b. How did this experience change the way you see God?

c. Why is it important to personally taste the goodness of God?
4. Christians are called to GOODNESS
a. Because Christ has set us free:

· Titus 2:14 He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.
b. Because God is pleased with GOODNESS:

· Hebrews 13:16 And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that please God.
· 1 Peter 2:20 …..But if you suffer for doing good and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you. 21 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps.
c. Because God rewards GOODNESS:

· Ephesians 6:8 Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free.

a. How is doing good related to them coming to Christ? 

b. What if your doing good backfires (they reject you, persecute you, you suffer as a result)?

c. Who is one person that you can do something good right now? Why to this person?
d. Why is it important to please God by doing good?
3. Pray for one another.

