(5) The Fruit of the Holy Spirit: PATIENCE
1. Our study is on the 4th facet of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit: PATIENCE: 
1. PATIENCE is God’s nature:


a. God is PATIENT

· 2 Peter 3:8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 

b. God is PATIENT with you

· Romans 2:4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?
b. God is patient with others

· Romans 9:22 …..even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is very patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction.

· 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

a. How does it feel that God’s timing is different from ours (1 Peter 3:8)?
b. Share an experience where God took a long time of PATIENCE with you in order for you to change. Was God’s patience with you justified?
c. What are some areas God is teaching you PATIENCE right now?

2. PATIENCE develops our character

a. PATIENCE waits ON God 

· Psalm 37:7
Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act. Don’t worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes.

b. PATIENCE grows us spiritually

· 2 Peter 1:6 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 

c. PATIENCE helps us endure suffering
· 2 Corinthians 6:4 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind.

· 1 Peter 2:19 For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure unjust treatment.

a. Are you by nature patient or impatient? How is God growing your PATIENCE?
b. What relationships would change if you learned more PATIENCE?
c. How is PATIENCE related to maturity?
3. God rewards PATIENCE 

· James 1:12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

· Hebrews 6:15
Then Abraham waited patiently, and he received what God had promised.

· Hebrews 10:36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.

a. How would you feel if God’s definition of reward is different from yours (Abraham)?
b. Can I be satisfied IN God even if my expectations of rewards are not met?
2. Pray for one another.

