An Antidote to War
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. In Romans 1, Paul details the progression of sin from BODY( EMOTIONS ( MIND. 

24 God gave them over...to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 

26 God gave them over to shameful lusts. 

28 God gave them over to a depraved mind, 29 …..filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity…..full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil…..no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 they know God’s righteous decree….[and] continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

a. In your opinion, how can a person get to the point of having a depraved mind?
b. Share your experience of an encounter with someone who may have a depraved mind.

c. Have you ever met a person who was transformed from depravity back to God?
3. The qualities of a good king are listed in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 distilled in the following:
· Must be chosen by God

· Must not accumulate power

· Must not take many wives

· Must not accumulate wealth

· Must read Scripture and obey God’s commands
a. How come Israel continued to have very bad kings?

b. King David had major problems. How come he was still a man “after God’s heart?”

c. What does this passage tell us about how we choose our leaders?   

4. John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.”
Ephesians 4:32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.
a. Jesus died for individuals, not nations. So Jesus’ kingdom is composed of individuals formed as church. How come we continue to struggle to be united as a church?
b. Interact with Pastor Mongens’ statement that: “Peace is the opposite of war; but forgiveness is the antidote to war.”

c. If you struggle with unforgiveness towards someone, share the reasons why you cannot forgive.

d. How do you understand Jesus’ statement immediately after the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6:14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.
5. Pray for one another
