Jesus’ Sacrifice: Suffering and Death 
Discussion: 

1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Protestant Christian churches usually have an empty cross while the Roman Catholic churches usually depict Jesus still on the cross (crucifix).
a. Which is more meaningful for you, the empty cross or Christ on the cross?
b. Which cross do you think is better as a witness to an unbeliever?
3. According to Pastor Mongens, Jesus’ sacrifice can be seen in 4 stages:  SUFFERING; DEATH; BURIAL and RESURRECTION. This lesson covers the first 2.
4. SUFFERING:

Jesus understands our trials:

Hebrews 2:10 God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And it was only right that he should make Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them into their salvation.

Hebrews 5:8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered.

Jesus understands our temptations:

Hebrews 2:18 Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested.

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

a. How come suffering made Jesus the perfect leader to bring salvation? 
b. Why is a suffering Savior so important for Christians?

c. Do you think the human Jesus can sin? How did He avoid sin?
5. DEATH

Hebrews 9: 25 And he did not enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest here on earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. 26 If that had been necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began. But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own death as a sacrifice.

Colossians 1:19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
a. Why is the death of Jesus important to God?

b. What should our attitude to Jesus be for His “once for all time” death for us?  

c. What does it mean that God “made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross”?
6. Pray for one another.  
