Easter Sunday: If Christ is Not Risen 
Discussion: 

1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Luke 23:47 When the Roman officer overseeing the execution saw what had happened, he worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.” 48 And when all the crowd that came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, they went home in deep sorrow. 49 But Jesus’ friends, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance watching.
a. If you were there, and you had followed Jesus’ teaching, how would you react to watching Him die?
b. Being a follower of Jesus then, how would you assess your future?
3. 1 Corinthians 15:16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world.
Paul mentions 3 problems if Christ is not risen:

· Our faith is useless

· Jesus’ sacrifice is useless and have to be repeated


· No hope for the future
a. Which is more important, Christ’s death for our sins, or His resurrection?
b. In your opinion, where has the church emphasized more: Jesus’ death or His resurrection?

4. 2 Corinthians 5:1 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. 4 While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. 5 God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit. 
a. In light of the text above, what is it like for you to see someone struggle with health and dying?

b. Why is this hope for our future new body so important for us as Christians?
c. What does it mean in verse 5 that the Holy Spirit dwelling in us is the guarantee (deposit, down payment) for our future resurrected bodies?
5. Pray for one another.  
