Christians and War
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Regarding the war in Ukraine:
a. What do you know are the reasons for this war in Ukraine?
b. How do you think other countries should respond?

c. How do you think God feels about what is happening there?
3. Pastor Mongens mentions there are 4 ways to look at Christians and war (Robert Clouse):
· Pacifist -non-violence as a total way of life; no participation in war;

· Non-resistance -Christians are obligated to refrain from fighting; but may participate as non-combatant;
· Just war -Christians obligated to fight in wars which are just;

· Crusade or preventative war -attempt to prevent or correct outrageous injustices

a. Of the above, which one do you identify with more? Why?
b. Given your position, in what circumstances do you see yourself being forced to change your thinking?

c. How can you understand others who hold different views than you?

4. John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.”
Romans 13:1 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. 4 The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.
a. How should we understand the differences between earthly kingdom and God’s kingdom?

b. What if the earthly kingdom is unjust?
c. What is the role of forgiveness during situations of injustice?
d. How do you understand this verse: Ephesians 4:32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

5. In light of this study, how would you want others to pray for you?
