(6) A Time for Everything: Patient Time
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Pastor Mongens says that even though we share very high percentages of DNA with some animals (cat 90%; pigs 98%; chimpanzees 98.8%), what distinguishes us is our ability for self-awareness through our: mind, consciousness, conscience, and soul.
a. Share an experience where your conscience stopped you from doing the wrong thing.
b. How come at times, even though our mind knows what is right, we still do wrong?

c. In what ways has God planted eternity in your heart (Ecclesiastes 3:10)?
3. Interact with the 2 quotations by Dr. Victor Frankl:
· Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: The last of the human freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way. 

· When we are no longer able to change a situation—we are challenged to change ourselves.
a. Share an experience where your circumstances did not change, but you did.
b. How did God reveal Himself to you when your circumstances did not change?
c. Looking back, were you able to experience Ecclesiastes 3:10 “Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time.”?
4. In Solomon’s concept of Life is a burden, Pastor Mongens made 3 points:
a. Difficulties are our human condition

· Ecclesiastes 3:9 What do people really get for all their hard work? 10 I have seen the burden God has placed on us all.
· Genesis 3:17….the ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. 19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat…. 
b. Difficulties push us to God

· Ecclesiastes 3:14 And I know that whatever God does is final. Nothing can be added to it or taken from it. God’s purpose is that people should fear him. 

· Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
c. Difficulties work out God’s beauty

· Ecclesiastes 3:10 I have seen the burden God has placed on us all. 11 Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time.

· Romans 8:28 And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose…..
a. How come God does not take difficulties away from us? 
b. When you experienced God making things “beautiful” for you, did it change how you view difficulties?  
c. How has your relationship with God changed after you went through difficulties?
5. Pray for each other.
