(3) A Time for Everything: 
God’s Time
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Ecclesiastes 1:1 These are the words of the Teacher, King David’s son, who ruled in Jerusalem. 2 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!” 
3 What do people get for all their hard work under the sun? 4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth never changes. 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries around to rise again. 6 The wind blows south, and then turns north. Around and around it goes, blowing in circles. 
a. Share an experience where you felt like you are in a hamster wheel, running fast but going nowhere and how you felt.
b. What or who helped you get out of this cycle?

c. How can we avoid getting into this rut?

3. Ecclesiastes 3:9 What do people really get for all their hard work? 10 I have seen the burden God has placed on us all. 11 Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end.
a. What is the difference in Solomon’s perspective from 1:3 to 3:9 (underlined above)?

b. Comment on Pastor Mongens’ arrangement of verse 11 this way:

1. God has planted eternity in the human heart;

2. people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end; 

3. Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time.
4.1. God has planted eternity in the human heart;
a. In your opinion, how come some people refuse to get out of their daily grind?
b. Share an experience where God “planted eternity” in your heart.

c. What do your unbelieving friends think about God and eternity? 
4.2. people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end; 
Pastor Mongens divides Hebrews 11 into: VISIBLE conquerors (v.32-35a) and INVISIBLE conquerors (v.35b-38). Yet is seems that from God’s perspective, 
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised,
a. How come it is human to want to see success as a measure of God’s favor in us?

b. How do you understand God’s perspective on “success” in life and ministry? 
c. Verse 40 “since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.” How does it feel that we today are included with all the heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews 11 as part of God’s perfect plan? 

4.3. Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time.
a. Share an experience where just when you thought things were disastrous, God made something beautiful in your life.
5. Pray for each other.
