Unfamiliar Name in the Christmas Story: Simeon
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Read Luke 2:21-24 and Exodus 13:1-2. 

a. What do you think it means to dedicate the firstborn to God?

b. How come dedicating our children to God does not guarantee them following Jesus?

c. What is our responsibility after we dedicate our children to God?

3. Luke 2:25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
   Luke 2:36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.  
a. What are the similarities and differences between Anna and Simeon?

b. We have record that the Holy Spirit spoke directly to Simeon. How do we know that Anna also heard the voice of God? 

c. What does this say about how God reveals Himself to His people?
d. Share an experience where you actually felt the Holy Spirit speak to you. How do you know it was the Holy Spirit?
e. How did this experience affect your life?

4. Hebrews 11:13 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 
a. How would you feel if your prayers are not answered in your lifetime?

b. How can we shift our focus from the gift of answered prayer to the giver (GOD)?

c. Why is faithfulness so hard especially when we don’t see results?

d. What kind of character should we have to be able to endure the silence of God?

e. What are some things you have been praying for and yet see no results?

f. Are you able to trust that God will fulfill them even after your life?
5.  Here are some character traits from Anna and Simeon to prepare for God to speak to us.
· Be led by the Spirit of God

· Study the Word of God

· Be obedient to God

· Anticipate God
a. What can you do to increase your capacity to hear God’s voice?

b. What distractions do you have to eliminate to hear God’s voice clearer?

c. What does it mean to anticipate God?

6. Pray for each other.
