Unfamiliar Name in the Christmas Story: Anna
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. The Christmas story was announced NOT to those in high places, but to people who were in fact, ordinary: Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary, Simeon and Anna; and also to unnamed people like shepherds, Magi, innkeeper, and angels.
a. Which would you rather see: Jesus born in a king’s palace or a manger? Why? 

b. What effect would it have for Jesus to be born in royalty?  

c. What did His birth in a manger say about God’s priority for His kingdom?
3. Definition of faithful 

· steadfast in affection or allegiance: LOYAL

· firm in adherence to promises or in observance of duty: CONSCIENTIOUS

· given with strong assurance: BINDING
· true to the facts, to a standard, or to an original
Luke 2:36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
a. Why do you think Luke gave an ordinary person like Anna such a long introduction?
b. It is possible that Anna lived as a widow for up to 60 years, fasting and praying and waiting for the coming of Jesus. How would you feel if God waited for this long to answer your prayer?
c. Isaiah 40:31 “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” How does God strengthen us to stay faithful and wait for His answer?
4. 2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. 8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.
a. Even though Paul had done so much for God, he says the crown of righteousness is given “for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.”; that is faithfulness. How do you feel when God values faithfulness more than service?
b. How does it feel that Jesus says the same thing in Matthew 25:21/23: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.”?
c. How can we encourage each other to be faithful to God in difficult times?
5. Pray for each other.
