Thankful for 20 Years (2):
  Our Present
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Read Deuteronomy 8:1-5. Pastor Mongens came up with the following points:
     1. We can understand the present because of the past 

1 “Be careful to obey all the commands I am giving you today. Then you will live and multiply, and you will enter and occupy the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors.
a. Why do you think obedience to God is hard and takes so long to learn?
b. What are your personal struggles with obedience to God?
c. Share a personal experience where you reaped the fruit of obedience to God.
2. We can trust the present because of the past

2 Remember how the Lord your God led you through the wilderness for these forty years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out whether or not you would obey his commands. 3 Yes, he humbled you by letting you go hungry and then feeding you with manna….. He did it to teach you that people do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord

a. How has God tested you to “prove your character?”
b. Share an experience where God allowed you to be in need so that you learned to depend on Him for His provision? 
c. Do you think you have learned to trust God and not worry?
3. We can endure the present because of the past

4 For all these forty years your clothes didn’t wear out, and your feet didn’t blister or swell. 5 Think about it: Just as a parent disciplines a child, the Lord your God disciplines you for your own good.

a. Why is learning discipline important not just for children but for us as Christians?
b. Share an experience where you went through hard times; but now looking back, it seemed like “your clothes didn’t wear out, and your feet didn’t blister or swell?”
c. Comment on Pastor Mongens’ statement: 
Not to glory in our achievements; But to use our achievements for God’s glory
3. Pray for each other. 
