Thankful for 20 Years (1):
  Our Past
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Your experience with First Evangelical Church, Arcadia:

a. Share when you came to our church and what made you decide to stay.

b. Share a challenging time in your spiritual journey and how our church either HARMED you or HELPED you.
c. What are you thankful for in this church?

d. What would make our church better?

3. Galatians 5:22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

a. Based on degree of difficulty, how would you rank faithfulness among the other aspects of the fruit of the Holy Spirit?

b. Who do you know exemplified faithfulness and how did they affect your life? 
c. Do you think faithfulness is connected to our being thankful?
4. Read Exodus 13:17-20. Here is a summary of being thankful for our past:
1. God does not work in a vacuum
17 When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route to the Promised Land.
2. God knows our limit
17.…..God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea.
3. Treasure our legacy
19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear to do this. He said, “God will certainly come to help you. When he does, you must take my bones with you from this place.”
a. Share an experience similar to Joseph’s in Genesis 50:20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good…..”

b. Who has been a spiritual mentor for you? How did that person shape your life today?
c. Are you a fast or slow learner of spiritual lessons? Share one lesson.

5. Pray for each other. 
