James
Lesson 9: Friend or Foe
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Here is how Pastor Mongens chart James 4:1-2:

RIGHT TEACHING (SPIRIT): 1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within you?

Right Decision (MIND): 2b Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. 
Right Behavior (BODY): 2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. 
a. Comment on James’ teaching that “quarrels and fights are not caused by others, but from the evil desires at war within you” (James 4:1).

b. Share your difficulties with some Bible teaching you know you should follow, but as of yet, you have not.  
c. Why do you think our minds frequently procrastinate?
d. What do you think of the statement: Delayed obedience is disobedience?
e. Is it possible to go straight from right teaching to right behavior and bypass the mind?

3. Here are the behaviors listed in James 4:7-12:

· Humble ourselves before the Lord
-He will life you up

· Resist the devil -he will flee from you

· Come close to God -He will come close to you 

· Wash your hands


· Purify your hearts

· Let there be tears, sorrow, deep grief, sadness, gloom

· Don’t speak evil against each other 

· Don’t criticize and judge

· Obey the law
a. Which of the above can you begin to do on your own immediately? 
b. Which of the above do you think are impossible for you right now?

4. James 4:5 Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him. 6 And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
a. How do the above verses encourage you to push forward in living a holy life?
b. Go back to the bullet points and pick one behavior change where you can call on the Holy Spirit (who is already in you) to help transform you.  

5. Pray for each other. 
