James
Lesson 12: Pray
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. The definition of “prayer” from Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary: 

· an address (such as a petition) to God or a god in word or thought

· a set order of words used in praying as an earnest request or wish
The 3 elements in the definition are: OBJECT: the one we petition from -God; PROCESS: words we use in praying; and REQUEST: what we are asking for.

a. In which area do you think Christians tend to stumble more when praying: PROCESS, REQUEST or OBJECT?
b. Do you think there are ways where our PROCESS and/or REQUESTS can be developed to improve our getting answers from God?
c. How come God is unpredictable in His answer to our prayers?
3. Read James 5:12-20. Here is a summary:
-Suffer hardship
-PRAY

-Happy


-sing praises

-Sick


-elders to pray & anoint with oil 

-Prayer in faith
-heals the sick

-Confess sin

-forgiveness

-Righteous’ prayer
-great power 

-Elijah


-prayers answered

-Bring sinner back  
-save from death & forgiveness of sins

a. How come it is very hard to predict if a person will be healed after we pray for them?
b. For some Christians, healing without medical intervention is the only definition of “miracle.” What do you think?

c. Share an experience where you saw God miraculously heal you or someone you know.

d. What do you think were the long-term spiritual effect on the person healed?

e. Other than the obvious physical healing, what other types of healing can a person experience that are equally as valuable?

4. To connect James’ teaching on prayer to his teaching on patience (James 5:7-11):

7 FARMERS who patiently wait for the rains….look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 

10 For examples of patience in suffering….look at the PROPHETS…. 

11 …those who endure under suffering….JOB, a man of great endurance….the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy. 
a. What is the role “patience” plays in our prayers? 
b. What are some requests you have been “patiently suffering” while waiting for answers?
c. How does the following verse help you to continue to trust in God? 
Romans 8:28 And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose (Young’s Literal Translation).
5. Pray for each other. 
