James
Lesson 11: Patience
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Galatians 5:22 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Remember there is only ONE fruit of the Spirit (not plural) but consists of 9 facets. Pastor Mongens categorizes the facets this way:
· ACTIVE: love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

· PASSIVE: patience (longsuffering)

a. ACTIVE means what you can do; PASSIVE means what is done to you. Do you think this assessment is helpful?
b. What do you think of the old English translation of patience as “longsuffering”?
c. Which characteristic of the Fruit of the Spirit is easy for you, which one is hard?
3. Read James 5:7-12. James used 3 examples for patience:

7 Consider the FARMERS who patiently wait for the rains…. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 

10 For examples of patience in suffering….look at the PROPHETS who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about JOB, a man of great endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy. 
a. Where do you think suffering comes from?

b. How come Christians are not exempt from suffering?
c. Share a personal experience where, like the farmer, you did everything you could, but then had to wait patiently because of factors totally outside your control. What was your “harvest?” 
d. The Old Testament prophets suffered much and did not receive their promise (Hebrews 11:39). How should Christians continue in patience when we cannot see our reward? 
e. Share your personal struggle with enduring under suffering.

4. Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 12: 9 Each time he (God) said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
a. How can the grace of God come through as I learn patience in suffering?

b. How can I appropriate God’s strength for my weakness?

c. How can you tie it together with Romans 8:28 And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose (Young’s Literal Translation).


5. Pray for each other. 
