James
Lesson 10: Tomorrow
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. 
Message
-our gospel came to you 

Majesty
-not simply with words but also with power, the Holy Spirit and deep conviction

Movement
-You know how we lived among you and you imitated us
Model

-you became a model to all the believers  
a. How important is it that the gospel message also manifests in power and conviction?  
b. How have you experienced the power of the Holy Spirit?
c. How come the power of the Holy Spirit without a transformed life is incomplete?
d. Interact with
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s statement: “Only he who believes is obedient, and only he who is obedient believes.”

3. In Jesus’ parable in Luke 12:16-21 about the rich man who planned to build bigger barns to increase his wealth, Pastor Mongens made 3 points about the rich man: 

· POSTERITY:   Passionate accumulation


· PLEASURE:   Enjoyment is the goal


· PACE:   Time is in my control
James 4:13 Look here, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We will do business there and make a profit.” 14 How do you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. 15 What you ought to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that.” 16 Otherwise you are boasting about your own pretentious plans, and all such boasting is evil. 17 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.
a. How should Christians view planning for the future? 
b. How far ahead should one plan for…retirement, children, grandchildren, etc.?
c. What does Jesus mean by John 12:21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”? 
d. How does giving figure in our planning?

e. What does James mean by verse 17 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.
4. Pray for each other. 
