James
Lesson 6: Listen and Obey; Faith and Actions
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Annual sales of all versions of the Bible tops $425 million. Over 100 million Bibles are printed every year worldwide. The United States will purchase 25% every year.
a. The Bible is the number 1 bestseller every year (just no longer listed). Why do you think so many people purchase Bibles each year?

b. With so many people buying Bibles, why do you think the values of society do not reflect this?  
c. In your experience, does the church teach more about faith or character change?

3. James 1:22 “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” The word “fooling” means to be DELUSIONAL: one who creates a fantasy world and actually lives in it and cannot be persuaded otherwise. 
a. How come James used this word delusional to describe one who wants to listen to God’s word but not want to obey?
b. What are some teachings in the Bible that can cause one to be “fooled” not to obey?
c. Do you think every part of the Bible can be obeyed if we are taught how to?
4. Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
James 2:17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.
a. What does it mean that we are saved by faith alone, but saved to do good deeds?

b. How important is doing good deeds in relation to our being saved?

5. James 2:18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.”
a. When you initially became a Christian, what teachings were emphasized to you?

b. Examples of good deeds are serving others in need, loving one another, forgiving others who have wronged you, striving for unity, and living in peace. 

Give some SPECIFIC examples of good deeds you can do for your family, work, friends, church, others in need asap.

c. Let’s be accountable to each other for acts of good deeds.
6. Pray for each other. 
