James
Lesson 5: Rich and Poor
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Jesus talks a lot about money; example Matthew 6:19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.
a. Why do you think money is so important for Jesus to mention often?
b. In your opinion, what does it mean to store up treasures in heaven?

c. How did your attitude towards money change over time as you grow older?

3.The topic of money, the rich and poor are discussed in James 1:9-11; 2:1-9; 5:1-6. Pastor Mongens mentions 3 characteristics:

· Money as IDENTITY.  James 1:9 Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has honored them. 10 And those who are rich should boast that God has humbled them.
a. How come it is important for us to not see ourselves as poor?
b. How do you think God has honored the poor?
c. How can a rich person see himself/herself as humbled by God?

· Money as CURRENCY. James 2:3 If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives?
a. Give examples of how wealth can be used as a tool for discrimination.
b. James is speaking to the church; how can the church NOT fall into this trap?
· Money as SPIRITUALITY. Read James 5:1-6:

1. How you view your wealth matters

2. How you accumulate your wealth matters

3. How you use your wealth matters
Ecclesiastes 5:10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness! 11 The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it. So what good is wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through your fingers!
a. How would you determine that you already have enough money?

b. What do you think of verse 11 “The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it.”?

c. Give personal examples of how you were able to share your wealth.

4. Pray for each other. 
