James
Lesson 4: Asking for Wisdom During Trials
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
John 17:13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
a. How does it feel that trials and temptations will always be part of our lives?
b. How does knowing that the promise of “the full measure of joy” from Jesus can help us as we go through difficulties?

3. Pastor Mongens mentions 3 characteristics about God’s wisdom in James 1:5-8:

· God’s wisdom is PERSONAL.  5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
a. Share a situation where you needed wisdom and experienced God to be approachable, generous, did not withhold, and gave wisdom to you freely.
b. If you did not have this experience of God’s wisdom being personal, what do you attribute the problem to?
c. How can we access God’s wisdom more in our life?
· God’s wisdom is PRINCIPLED. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 
a. Why do you think our doubt is often much stronger than our faith in God?
b. God says “I will not share my glory with anyone else!” (Isaiah 48:11). Does this increase your confidence in asking wisdom directly from God alone?

· God’s wisdom is PRACTICAL. 7 For that person ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Paul illustrates how God can speak to us in 1 Corinthians 7:10 But for those who are married, I have a command that comes not from me, but from the Lord…..12 Now, I will speak to the rest of you, though I do not have a direct command from the Lord.
a. How do we know commands “that comes from the Lord?”
b. Share a personal experience where did not see any direct command from God; how did you decide?  

c. How should we follow the principle in 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”?
4. Pray for each other. 
