James
Lesson 3: Wisdom During Trials
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Consider the superlatives highlighted above. 
Peter reinforces this in 2 Peter 1:3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.
a. How does it feel that we have everything we need to be able to live a godly life?
b. Why do you think many Christians struggle with living a godly life?

3. James 1: 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

a. When suffering, why is wisdom important?
b. Share a trial where you were able to understand God’s wisdom in your experience.
c. As a result, how did your walk with God improve?

4. When we are suffering, we need 3 kinds of wisdom:

· We need wisdom to understand the world 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No trial has overtaken you that is not faced by others…. 
a. Do you think Christians suffer more than non-Christians?
b. What is the advantage for Christians who suffer?

c. Share an experience when other believers helped you in your suffering.

· We need wisdom to understand ourselves
Romans 12:1…. offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
a. How does offering our bodies become true and proper worship?

b. Do you think suffering can be an act of worship (2 Corinthians 12:10 For when I am weak, then I am strong)? 

· We need wisdom to understand God
1 Corinthians 2:7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

a. How can understanding suffering help us endure?

b. How do you think God is glorified in our suffering? 
5. Pray for each other. 
