James
Lesson 2: Trials and Temptations (b)
1. The Greek word πειρασμος (peirasmos) is translated as both trial and temptation. Its usage depends on the context. In lesson 1, we discussed “temptation.” In this lesson, the same word is translated as “trial.” Jesus mentioned 2 kinds of soil that illustrate this difference:

Mark 4:16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.  
a. In your opinion, which is easier for a Christian to fall away, by temptations or trials?
b. In your own Christian experience, how have you been influenced to fall away, by trials or temptations?
c. How can a small group help each other from falling away?

2. James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
a. Why do you think our faith has to be tested?
b. Trials can be sickness, relationship failures, disappointments and persecutions for your faith. Share some trials you have gone through in the past, or going through now.

c. Some responses to trials: Disappointment with God, anger and rage, bitterness, sadness, depression, unforgiveness, cutting off from people. How did you cope with your trials? 

d.  How did you grow spiritually from your trial?

3. 2 Corinthians 12:7 ….So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
We should consider it joy when we encounter trials because:

· God gives us sufficient grace to go through trials
· God’s power works best in my weakness

· God’s power becomes my strength to endure 
a. How does God’s grace help us when our circumstance does not change? 
b. Share a time where you experienced the power of God in your weakness.
c. How does God’s power become my strength to endure?
4. Pray for each other. 
