Moses

Lesson 14: Obstacles
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Numbers 14: 2 “Send out men to explore the land of Canaan, the land I am giving to the Israelites…..17 Moses gave the men these instructions as he sent them out to explore the land: “Go north through the Negev into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like, and find out whether the people living there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 See what kind of land they live in. Is it good or bad? Do their towns have walls, or are they unprotected like open camps? 20 Is the soil fertile or poor? Are there many trees? Do your best to bring back samples of the crops you see.” (It happened to be the season for harvesting the first ripe grapes.)

The spies set out to learn about:


-The Promise       -God already promised the land to Israel (v.1) 
-The People
       -who were they up against (v.18)
-The Protection    -what were they up against (v.19)
-The Potential      -how good was the land (v.20)
a. If God already promised the land, how come the spies had to learn all these things?

b. How come God’s promises seem to include struggles for us?
c. Share an experience where you overcame obstacles to finally receive God’s promise. 
3. In Numbers chapter 13-14, Pastor Mongens identified 3 problems with the 10 spies. They:
· Magnified obstacles

· Minimized God

· Mistake the enemy

a. When we “play it safe,” do we magnify God or obstacles?

b. When you hit obstacles, how often do you see God as your enemy?

c. How come it is easier to minimize God and magnify obstacles? 

d. The Israelites paid a heavy price for their disobedience: Numbers 14:34 “‘Because your men explored the land for forty days, you must wander in the wilderness for forty years—a year for each day, suffering the consequences of your sins.”

Was God justified in His punishment?
4. Numbers 14:34 ends: ‘Then you will discover what it is like to have me for an enemy.’
James 4:4 You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God.
a. How come friendship with the world automatically means enemy of God?

b. What are some characteristics of a friend of God? 
5. Pray for each other. 
