Moses

Lesson 11: Prayers
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. After the Israelites worshipped the golden calf, their punishment was severe:

Exodus 32:19 When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it…..

35 And the Lord struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calf Aaron had made.
a. Share an experience where you felt the Lord punished you for violating His laws.

b. Were other innocent people punished as a result of your actions?

c. In the punishment, were you able to sense God’s mercy and grace? 

3. An even more severe punishment was that God would no longer lead them: Exodus 33:3 “Go up to this land that flows with milk and honey. But I will not travel among you, for you are a stubborn and rebellious people. If I did, I would surely destroy you along the way.”
This prompted the 3 prayers of Moses as desires for God:

1) Desire God’s Purpose: Exodus 33:13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. 
a. To know God’s ways is very different from practicing God’s ways. What are some of God’s ways you are able to practice and some that you struggle with?
b. What can help you bridge the gap between head knowledge and practice?
2) Desire God’s Presence: Exodus 33:15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 

a. Share an experience where you prayed like Moses’ second prayer.

b. Normally we separate God from work, leisure, family, etc. How can you experience the ongoing presence of God most of the day? 
3) Desire God’s Person: Exodus 33:18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
What is amazing is that God did answer Moses’ prayer (Exodus 33:19-23). 

Paul, in speaking about Moses, wrote in 2 Corinthians 3:18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.
a. What does it mean for you that God wants you to reflect His glory? 

b. How do you feel that God’s glory is when we are made “more and more like him?”
c. What are some daily habits to make us more like Jesus? 
4. Pray for each other. 
