Moses

Lesson 8: Conflict
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Conflicts are inevitable in human life. We explore 2 conflicts in the Israelites’ journey:
· External: battle with the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16)
· Internal: Disputes among fellow Israelites (Exodus 18:13-20)
3. External conflict: Read Exodus 17:8-16
a. What is the significance of praying during the actual physical battle? 
b. Share an experience where you felt spiritual strength when you are struggling with problems?
c. What does this say about how we should be intentional and intense in prayer when in battle?

4. Internal conflict: Read Exodus 18:13-20. Moses was told to 
· teach them God’s decrees; 

· give them God’s instructions;
· show them how to conduct their lives.
a. How come it is important to think about our solutions from God’s teachings?
b. What happens when we use answers based on the Bible?
c. Why is important to conduct our lives as Christians?
5. Two very important passages when we deal with conflict:

Ephesians 6:12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.
Matthew 5:43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.
a. Think about a current conflict you are struggling with whether external or internal. How does Ephesians 6:12 help put things in perspective for you?
b. How does looking at Satan as our enemy help us follow Jesus’ solution?
c. Think about a conflict you had with someone that had lingered for a long time (sometimes even a lifetime like with family members); how can you apply Matthew 5:43-44.
6. Pray for each other.
