Moses

Lesson 3: Plagues
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. To know more about Moses’ encounter with Pharaoh and the 10 plagues, read Exodus chapter 7-11. In it, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened 9 times:  
· 6 times: Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord said.

· 3 times: But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the sons of Israel go.

Pastor Mongens said here are some ways people justify sin:

-Insanity defense
-I am not in control
-Blame others
-you caused me to sin

-Class defense
-the world is not fair to me
-God is to blame because He hardened my heart
a. Share some personal experience where you used the above excuses.
James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
b. How does the above Bible verse change your perspective on responsibility?
c. What are the benefits of taking responsibility for your own sin?
3. Pastor Mongens said that even though Pharaoh became increasingly hardened in his heart, God was giving him many opportunities to repent (by the plague affecting only the Egyptians to show His power; his advisors warning him, plagues miraculously stopping).

 Romans 5:20 God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant.
a. Why do you think it was hard for Pharaoh to see God’s grace?
b. Share an experience where you missed God’s grace and why do you think you missed it?
c. Try slowing down your remembrance of that experience and see if it is easier to detect the grace of God. 
4. As Moses went through the 10 plagues, his confidence grew and he became more authoritative. Jesus promised the same thing in John 15:7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!
a. How can we learn to anticipate God’s work?
b. Where are you on your boldness scale of asking God to answer your prayer?
1----------------------------------5---------------------------10 

(scared to ask God)        (fear of disappointed)    (no fear asking God to intervene)

c. How can you improve in your trust in God’s power?

5. Pray for each other.
