Moses

Lesson 1: Beginnings
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Read Genesis 1-2.
a. Sometimes it seems that God takes a long time to act. In the case of Exodus, it was 200 years after Joseph’s death that Moses was born. It would be another 80 years before Moses confronted Pharaoh. How does it feel that God’s sense of timing is not that easy to understand?

b. Share an experience where you felt like God took a long time to act.
c. Were you able to see how God’s timing worked out?
d. Share a situation where you are still waiting for God to act on your behalf?

e. How are you struggling with patience to wait on God’s timing?

3. During the early days of Moses, God had not spoken and they did not recognize God’s voice. Yet the writer of Hebrews honored their actions: 

Hebrews 11:23 It was by faith that Moses’ parents hid him for three months when he was born. They saw that God had given them an unusual child, and they were not afraid to disobey the king’s command. 24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward.
a. Some Christians think we should disobey our rulers; others think we should obey. How do you think God sees our actions?

b. As a young man, Moses killed an Egyptian to defend a Hebrew. The result was that he had to escape (Exodus 2:15). Yet the evaluation of Moses’ actions 1,500 years later by the writer of Hebrews was favorable (Hebrews 11:25-26). What does this say about how God honors our intentions to do the right thing? 
c. Share a situation where you tried to do what you think is right and as a result God honored your actions.
d. Today we have the Bible, Christian teaching, and most importantly the Holy Spirit to guide us (John 16:12-14). Share an experience where the Holy Spirit guided your decision and action.  

5. Pray for each other.
